Source Reliability Assignment

Purpose:  The purpose of this assignment is to introduce you to evaluating source reliability. You will also be contrasting the experiences of colonists from two regions of British North America.
[image: Meme of Abraham Lincoln saying Don't believe everything you read on the Internet]
Task: First, read the the letter from Richard Frethorne (1623) and the letter from Edward Winslow (1621) If you have trouble accessing the reading, contact your professor immediately!  Second, identify if the documents are primary or secondary sources.  Third, once you've determined if the sources are primary or secondary, apply the appropriate list of questions from the previous module's assignments (choose the correct category: primary sources and secondary sources) to these documents. Fourth, now that you've answered those questions, perform the following analyses: 
· Compare and contrast the experiences of Richard Frethrone to Edward Winslow.
· Challenge the reliability of these documents.  Ask the writers these critical questions:
1. Are they presenting themselves as eyewitnesses or is there knowledge second-hand or hearsay?
2. Do these people have a reason to lie or exaggerate the truth?  How would an exaggerated version of facts presented to their readers benefit themselves?
3. If they're writing about other people or groups or places are they recording their observations or opinions (or a mixture)?  Can their comments on others be trusted?
4. Any thing you might think of that calls into question the sources' reliablity?  
· Why might you want to consult other sources rather than relying on a single author?
As you answer all these questions, be sure to cite the source of your information.  In this assignment, it's sufficient to just include the page number in parentheses (although historians don't normally use MLA style, it's fine here).  Fifth, type your answers to all the questions presented above (and those from the previous assignment that you applied to these documents) and submit the file below (in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format).  Click on "Add File" and attach your file. It's similar to attaching a file to an email.  You must press the blue "Submit" button to submit your work.  If you have any trouble with this let your professor know immediately!
Criteria for Success: Submit your answers to the questions from the previous assignment that you've applied to these documents and, in 250 to 400 words, the your responses to all the questions in the fourth task above.  Your responses should be well written (correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and organized using paragraphs). Poor submissions (0–5 points)   will only answer some of the questions or only part of a question, be less than 250 words, and contain "googled" information that does not come from the reading (terrible submissions will be copied and pasted from the Internet, and be given a zero for violating the Academic Honesty Policy).  Good submissions (6–8 points)  will answer all of the questions with brief, generic responses.  Excellent submissions (9–10 points) will answer all the questions and every part of the question while containing expanded analysis and elaboration of your thoughts with supporting evidence and examples cited from the reading, either as brief quotations or paraphrases.
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